
U.S. College Study Skills Course 
2 college credits

For students Grades 10 and up

2022.2.6 – 2022.2.13
Pudong District, Shanghai

♦ Only credit-bearing course accepting 
    students as young as in the 10th grade, 
    prior to their taking TOEFL/IELTS

♦ Fastest way to earn college credits

♦ Ability to improve one’s college
    readiness without going abroad

Most accessible way to earn
U.S. college credits

U.S. university experience with  
local support

♦  Course led by in-person instructors 
    supplemented by two hours of daily 
    lectures by UC Davis professors

♦  Each class supported by bilingual 
    teaching assistants

♦  Each student receives a Canvas 
 account, accessing the learning 
 management system used by all UCs 
 and Ivy League colleges 

Gain valuable recognitions  

♦ Rare opportunity to receive an 
    o�cial transcript with 2 college 
    credits that can be included with
    university applications

♦  Personal recommendation letter 
    from UC Davis faculty that can be 
 used for applications to future 
 programs or universities

♦  O�cial university certificate

University of California 
#1 Public University System 

in the U.S.

UC Davis | O�cial Winter Program



University Culture
♦  #1 in diversity and internationalization in the U.S. | QS U.S.
    University Rankings 
♦  #1 environmentally-friendly university in the world | UI 
    GreenMetric
♦  #1 most public art per square mile among U.S. cities
♦  #2 most educated city in the U.S. | CNN 

University of California
The #1 public university network in the U.S., consisting of 10 campuses. 
Together with the #1 ranked UCLA and #2 ranked UC Berkeley, UC Davis 
forms 3 of the top 5 ranked public universities in the U.S., according to the 
Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education in 2021. UC faculty and 
researchers have won 70 Nobel Prizes and the UC system is the most 
comprehensive tertiary educational system in the world, with nearly 
US$50 billion per year in economic impact.

UC Davis
UC Davis is part of the University of California network of universities 
and together with UC Berkeley and UCLA, form the 3 largest UCs. UC Davis 
is a well-funded “Public Ivy” with leadership in STEM research as well as 
entrepreneurial and creative studies. The university boasts over 20 muse-
ums and science centers throughout ts campus.

2022 U.S. News 
National Univeristy 

in the U.S.

38th

Ranking

2021 WSJ/THE 
Public University 

in the U.S.

5th

UC Berkeley’s Campanile clock tower

Academic Profile
♦  Agriculture, food science and veterinary studies ranked #1 
    in the U.S.
♦  Economics, engineering, biology and psychology are also 
    highly ranked 



Experiencing the best in overseas university education

O�cial certificate from UC Davis

Personal recommendation letter from 
the university faculty

O�cial transcript that can be sent to
any university

Nearly 900 colleges 
accept the Common 
App, including all 8 Ivy 
League universities.
This application asks if 
students have taken 
college credit courses.

The UC Application also 
asks whether students 
have taken college credit 
courses.

UC Davis Welcome Center, the Admissions O�ce

How are credits, certificates and recommendation 
letters helpful?
Overseas universities are focused on whether an international student is well-
prepared for overseas college studies. The ability for a student to demonstrate 
that he or she has successfully completed a credit-bearing “U.S. College Study 
Skills” course from a top-ranked U.S. university goes a long way to helping 
demonstrate this.

Universities typically ask their applicants whether they have taken college-
level courses and if so, whether these courses were credit bearing. Our students 
will be able to send their o�cial transcripts to universities for which they are seeking 
admissions. Many universities also accept additional recommendation letters 
during the application and/or waitlist process. These letters, with university 
letterhead, can be very helpful for a student’s application to universities or other 
academic programs.

Regardless of whether a student stays locally or goes overseas to study, gaining 
opportunities to experience overseas education is very important. This in-person
course is highly interactive, encouraging students to think critically, ask questions 
and share ideas.

Students are provided with Canvas learning management system accounts to 
support their coursework and communications, just like students at leading 
universities today. Canvas is used by all the UC campuses, all 8 Ivy League 
universities and Stanford University.



Overview

Topics

U.S. College Study Skills Course

Grading Criteria
Active engagement in class activities 
and discussions    
Quizzes and writing tasks                 
Homework, including online 
assignments and course readings   
Final presentation                           

Day 2

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Understanding & 
Applying 

to U.S. Universities

Learning Skills 
for Success 
at College

Final Day
Presentation

U.S. Universities 
& Majors

U.S. Applications & 
Creating Your Portfolio

Time Management & 
Getting Organized

Rapid Reading & 
Notetaking

Seeking New Ideas

Academic Writing
& Public Speaking

Final Presentations
Certificate Ceremony

Date Theme Topic

Day 8

The teaching team is comprises of UC Davis and UC Davis-
trained native English-speaking instructors who are supported 
by bilingual teaching assistants.

Day 3

25%

25%

25%

25%

Time Activities

Daily Schedule

10:50 - 11:50 

11:50 - 13:00

Breakfast

Classroom Instruction
(online)

Break

13:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:20

15:20 - 16:20 

Break

Sports or team activities

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:30 

10:30 - 10:50

16:20 - 17:30 

17:30 - 18:30 

18:30 - 20:00 

Dinner

Personal interest courses or 
social activities

Homework assistance by 
teaching assistants 

Rest at dorms

20:00 - 21:00

21:00

Classroom Instruction
(face-to-face)

Lunch

Workshops
(face-to-face)

Rest at dorms

This course is focused on allowing students to better 
understand U.S. universities and equipping them with 
the skills for success there. Among the many skills 
introduced include reading strategies from Harvard 
and the Cornell Method of Notetaking. Students also 
learn about the university application process and 
start writing their personal statements. This course 
bears 2 academic credits and is typically be o�ered 
as an elective at universities.

Note: The program can also support day students.

Day 1 Orientation Arrive on campus 
Icebreaking activities



The Teaching Team
The UC Davis teaching team both teach and mentor their students. Faculty members who have recently taught this 
course include the following: 

S. Simon
♦  M.A. in Education, Teacher College, Columbia 

University
♦  Lecturer in English Communications at UC Davis
♦  Specialist in teaching academic skills

A. Jones
♦  M.A. in Education, UC Davis
♦  M.A. in French Linguistics, UC Davis
♦  A specialist in education, linguistics and 
    literature
♦  Focus on teaching college study skills 

D. Pendleton
♦  Ph.D. in German, University of Virginia
♦  M.A. in Writing, Humboldt State University 
    in California
♦  Professor of Humanities at UC Davis, 
    including world languages, English and 
    cultures 
♦  Popular lecturer, teaching the U.S. College
    Study Skills Course for the last 5 years

N. Ma�y
♦  M.A. in English Communications, UC Davis
♦  Associate Professor, Sacramento City College
♦  Course Coordinator and Principal Lecturer of 
    “Global Grace ESL”
♦  Popular lecturer, teaching the U.S. College
    Study Skills Course for the last 5 years



“Our bilingual teacher has given us a lot of help, including liaising with the profes-
sor to address our questions. I think the study skills taught, including the university 
application skills, are very useful.”

                                                                                 

Campus Location

Pudong Red Kiln Experience Base

Classrooms Multipurpose rooms

No. 88, Lane 33, Qiuhe Road, Laogang Town, Pudong New Area, Shanghai

Courtyard Classroom hallways

This winter program will be held at a comprehensive education-sports-culture compus in the 
Pudong area. Students have full access to classrooms, activity rooms, sports fields, cafeterias 

and dormitory space. Art and recreational common space are also available to our students. The core 
campus is contained in a 100mu area surrounded by private parks and grass lands. 24-hour 

management and security man the campus.

Free shuttle bus pick-up service at Shanghai’s Pudong and Hongqiao International Airports as well 
as Hongqiao Railway Station is availble on the opening and closing days of the winter program.



Dormitory rooms

Basketball courts

Cafeteria

Tennis courts

Dormitory bathrooms

Beach volleyball courts Open fields

Art studio



Feedback from teachers and students 

“The professor taught us note-taking skills and new learning methods. What I 
learned will be very helpful to my university life, helping me study more 
e�ectively and achieve good results.”

— Ms Li
International program high school teacher | Hefei

“For international high school students, this course serves as an e�ective prepa-
ration prior to studying at American universities. For local high school students, 
it is also important to join this course as it is a great opportunity for them to 
understand American college culture and broaden their horizons.”

— Ryan Chen
High school student | Shanghai

“Our bilingual teacher has given us a lot of help, including liaising with the profes-
sor to address our questions. I think the study skills taught, including the university 
application skills, are very useful.”

                                                                                 

— Carolyn Tong
College student | Shenzhen

“Dorothy [Professor Pendleton] has a great sense of humor and so skilled in 
energizing the classroom. She really got us to participate in class. She even 
taught us how to debate and what we should do during di�erent stages of a 
debate, letting us experience the process.”

— Gary Su
College student | Beijing

”I found the major that I want to study and the career I want to pursue. Now, I 
have a goal to strive for.”

Scan to 
contact us

Gowell Education
13/F, Tung Che Commerical Centre
246 Des Voeux Road West, Hong Kong
+852 2730 7121 info@golearnworld.com

Gowell Academic Programs

Famous egghead sculptures scattered around UC Davis’ campus.

— Jackie Wang
High school student | Shanghai


