
♦ One of the few o�cial ways for students 
to improve their application profiles
♦ Only official way for universities to lower 

their A Level admissions requirement
♦ International students even more need 

to demonstrate their abilities beyond 
test scores

Our UK-based Oxbridge EPQ teaching 
team has a proven track record 

helping students achieve high EPQ 
grades

♦ The EPQ requires the teaching of UK-style 
research, project management, 
academic writing and presentation skills. 
Teachers of di�erent subjects also need 
to be available to mentor students. 
These needs can be onerous to schools
♦ Our EPQ teaching team can work with a 

school’s exam centre or we can provide 
exam centre support for all the main UK 
awarding bodies

♦ Our EPQ Coordinator has guided 
over 95% of her students to achieving 
A* or A
♦ All our students are guided 

one-on-one by Oxbridge mentors, 
with specific expertise in the project 
subject

New courses starting every month

EPQ is a research qualification awarding 
UCAS points worth half an A Level. 
Students complete a research paper or 
create an original work, such as a 
design, artwork, computer or robotics 
programme, etc. All UK universities look 
favourably upon an EPQ and many 
lower their A Level requirements for 
students with an EPQ.

Supporting EPQ qualifications of

Extended 
Project
Qualification

UK

UK universities consider applicants’ overall 
profiles, not just their A Level grades

How do we support schools with the EPQ?

Just about all the top 30 UK boarding schools 
o�er EPQ programmes

with Oxbridge EPQ Supervisors



The Independent Schools Council (ISC) brings 
together seven associations of independent 
schools, representing over 1,300 independent 
schools in the UK and overseas.

These schools are ranked among the best in the 
world. Their students seek admissions to the top 
universities in the UK and the Commonwealth.

Altogether, 38,852 students took the EPQ in 2019.

All except for one top 30 UK boarding school 
actively o�er EPQ programmes to its students.

Percentage of University of Southampton students 
achieving First Class Honours or Upper Second 
Class Honours by faculty.

Students who take the Project 
Qualifications are shown to perform 
better at university.

Real Advantages 
to University Admissions

Increasing number of ISC students 
taking the EPQ from 2010 to 2019
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“Research has shown that students completing an 
EPQ perform better at university, with increasing 
numbers of universities making alternative grade 
o�ers for applicants with an EPQ.”
 - Cheltenham Ladies' College

The boarding schools below are among the top 30 in the UK.

What are leading schools saying about the EPQ?

“Students who have already completed [the EPQ] 
report that it proved very valuable and is a contributing 
factor towards the o�er of a place.”
 - Epsom College

“With a grand total of 933 Wellington students engaged in 
independent studies, we explore the value of project work 
and … the explosion of creative and academic talent that 
ensued.”
 - Wellington College

“… [T]op universities have been unanimous in their 
support for the qualification. ”
 - Concord College

”An EPQ helps you stand out from other students.”
 - Queen Ethelburga's Collegiate

“[The EPQ is] providing many with excellent interview 
preparation.”
 - Rugby School



01 An o�cial way to concretely improve university
acceptance chances

  

Our teaching team, innovative approach and addi-
tional resources e�ectively allows for EPQ success

Top universities. More students are achieving the 
required A Level grades than universities can 
accept and because of this, the personal 
statement, interviews, awards and the EPQ are very 
important to a candidate’s overall profile. UK 
universities look favourably upon the EPQ when 
considering the candidates and the EPQ is often an 
interview topic.

Lowering A Level requirements. Over 50% of the 
Russell Group’s 24 universities lower one of their A 
Level grade requirements when a candidate has an 
EPQ, allowing for easier acceptance into a desired 
university. See the list of these universities in the back
cover.

UCAS points. The EPQ awards up to 28 UCAS points, 
helping students more easily achieve the total 
points required for university admissions. The IPQ 
does not award UCAS points.

02

EPQ provides opportunities for students of all 
interests

0403 Focuses on achieving credentials particularly 
important to international students

UK students take the EPQ to demonstrate their 
ability to work independently and engage in 
original research. International students need to 
do the same and even more so demonstrate 
themselves beyond exam results.

Aside from writing a traditional research paper, 
students can also create an artefact, which can be 
an artwork, computer programme, robotic design, 
musical composition, dance, fashion design, etc. – 
supporting students of a wide range of interests. 

Achieving top marks. The vast majority of students 
seeking the EPQ are still in the UK. Our UK-based EPQ 
coordinator has guided 95% of her students to receive 
A* or A and our tutors are all Oxbridge graduates who 
have received A* on their EPQs.

Individualised. Each project is di�erent. Our tutors work 
with students in a one-on-one manner, on the student’s 
specific project.

Flexible. Students need support at di�erent times, in 
di�erent ways. We allow students to message their 
tutors with specific questions.

Additional resources. Student gain access to JSTOR, 
ScienceDirect and other leading digital libraries, 
providing them with access to knowledge well beyond 
the internet and local libraries.

Why international students should seek the EPQ?

Benefits
Multiple

to students



Pearson Edexcel or other 
examination boards

The EPQ qualification requires a deep understanding of the research process, academic writing and the assessment standards 
of the UK awarding bodies. Our students are supported by a team of EPQ Coordinators and Supervisors all based in the UK 
and with years of experience working with the EPQ.

Our EPQ Coordinators lead classes guiding students through the EPQ requirements and research process. Once students 
decide on their project topics, they are assigned to Oxbridge mentors specialising in the students’ respective project topics. 
Our Oxbridge mentors serve as the EPQ Supervisors working one-on-one with our students.

While most students opt for writing a dissertation, with the 
Edexcel EPQ, they can also produce an artefact or 
prototype. Dissertations require a 5,000-word essay while 
the other options only require a 1,500-3,000 word essay.

With the EPQ, students are required to:
♦ Select a topic of interest for an in-depth study
♦ Draft an objective(s) for the project
♦ Produce a plan for their research
♦ Conduct research using appropriate techniques
♦ Develop the research to the intended outcome
♦ Share the outcome of the project

Students need to complete two main forms, along with 
their research essay:
♦ Project Proposal Form
♦ Activity Log

Assessment Criteria

Identify, design, plan and carry out a 
project, applying a range of skills, strategies 
and methods

Research, select, organise and analyse 
information from a range of resources 

Select and use a range of skills so to make 
decisions critically and achieve planned 
outcomes

Evaluate and present all aspects of the 
project

Manage

Use Resources

Develop and 
Realise

Review

We o�er seamless Pearson Excel exam centre support to 
our students. However, our EPQ programme can also 
work with a school’s exam centre, regardless of the 
awarding body, better utilising school resources.

Each student’s report and documents are submitted to 
the UK awarding body for assessment.

Our EPQ Process
Instructional Programme

J. Daley
EPQ Coordinator

Ms Daley is one of our EPQ Coordinators and the EPQ course 
leader at a leading sixth form college. Over 95% of her students 
regularly obtain an A* or A on their EPQ, including students from 
Asia.  She is an experienced teacher of 24 years and was 
previously an English department head where since 2002, her 
A Level classes achieved only A* or A grades. She has a Masters
degree in Education Management, a BA Joint Hons in English 
Language and Comparative Literature and a PGCE in English.

The requirements here are based on Pearson Edexcel specifications. 
However, the EPQs across major awarding bodies are fairly similar.



Our EPQ Course Timeline

Unit 1  
EPQ Planning and Organisation

♦ Critical thinking and problem solving
♦ Exploring your interests and arriving 

at project topics
♦ Project management skills
♦ The EPQ process and production logs

Unit 2  
EPQ Research Skills

♦ Research methods 
♦ Accessing electronic and 

non-electronic sources
♦ Evaluating and reviewing sources
♦ Avoiding plagiarism

 
Unit 3  
Academic Writing

♦ Essay structure
♦ Thesis sentences and e�ective writing 
♦ Referencing and citations
♦ Creation of a full bibliography

Unit 4  
Review & Presentations

♦ Slidedeck preparation
♦ Oral presentation skills

EPQ Classes

Students kick o� their EPQ experience with a series 
of classes on the EPQ process and the skills need 
for success with this qualification. All classes are 
taught by our EPQ Coordinator in the UK. Classes 
are live, interactive and online.  

One-on-one Oxbridge Tutorial Sessions

Each student will work with an Oxbridge tutor who 
is a specialist in the subject of the student’s project. 
Right after Unit 1, students will be assigned to their 
Oxbridge mentor. The Oxbridge mentor will focus 
on teaching, guiding and supporting students 
through all parts of their research.

Our mentors will support students in the following 
manner:

Students enjoy a two-pronged approach with the EPQ process

18 hours

Individual Video Tutorials
Students engage in a series of 60-minute 
one-on-one live, video sessions guiding the 
student from the inception of the project 
through to its completion. These sessions can 
be arranged at a time of the student's 
convenience.

Flexi-time Q&A Texts 
Students can message their mentor using 
Canvas to ask questions and discuss their 
project at any time. Mentors will respond 
either immediately, if possible, or within the 
next 12 hours.

Essay Writing Support
Mentors will review, comment and support 
the students’ academic writing, ensuring that 
the work is well-organised, grammatically 
correct and stylistically strong. Mentors work 
with students so that their papers meet UK 
award bodies’ standards and expectations.

12 hours

Our students’ learning experience is centralised at the Canvas Learning Management System, which integrates Zoom video 
classes with course materials, assignments, scheduling and communications. Canvas is now the most popular LMS in the 

world, used by over 3,000 academic institutions globally. In the UK, Oxford University, the online arm of Cambridge University 
as well as, in the U.S., all eight Ivy League universities, Stanford and MIT are using Canvas as their main LMS. 



Business

Biology Economics

Computer Science

Mathematics

Physics

Biochemistry

Engineering

Psychology

BSc in Mathematics and 
Computer Science, 

Christ Church College, 
University of Oxford

George A.

Georgia B.

BA in Psychology and 
Philosophy, St. Edmund 
Hall, University of Oxford

Ana L.

BSc in Chemistry, 
Corpus Christi College, 
University of Cambridge

BSc in Engineering, 
Keble College, 

University of Oxford

MB, BChir in Medicine and 
Surgery, Clare College, 
University of Cambridge

Jesse A.

BA in Philosophy, Politics and 
Economcs, Oriel College, 

University of Oxford

BSc in Mathematics, 
Christ Church College, 

University of Oxford

Tommy W.

Reece O.Jonathan N.

George M.

MPhys in Physics, 
Christ Church College, 

University of Oxford

Environmental Studies

Our Team of
               Oxbridge EPQ Subject Specialists

Each one of our students is matched one-on-one with an Oxbridge mentor who specialises in the 
student's project subject. Should a student's project be multidisciplinary, more than one specialist 
may work with the student.  

We work with a large pool of Oxbridge specialists with similar profiles.  The actual mentor matched will depend on availability.

Tereza M.

BA Philosophy, Politics and 
Economcs, Lincoln College, 

University of Oxford

BA in Geography, 
Jesus College, 

University of Oxford

Art & Design

Hugh N.

BFA in Fine Art, 
New College, 

University of Oxford
 

Nathan  L.

PhD in Chemistry, 
Keble College, 

University of Oxford 

Chemistry

Justin H.



Examples 
of Past EPQ Projects

Economics
♦ What are the most successful invest-

ment strategies for portfolio growth in 
the stock market?
♦ Who will be the ultimate winner and 

loser in the US-China Trade War?
♦ Does cryptocurrency have a short or a 

long-term future?
♦ How will demographic trends a�ect 

future growth in China?

International Relations & Math
♦ To what extent is the application of 

game theory in international relations a 
justifiable analysis tool?

Environment
♦ To what extent is the development of 

renewable energy sources able to 
meet the current energy demand? 
♦ The global plastic waste emergency: 

What is the most e�ective way of 
dealing with commercial plastic waste?

Art
♦ Is the use of light and colour the sole 

feature that defines the Impressionist art 
era, or are there more significant motifs 
behind the movement? 

Robotics / Coding
♦ Challenges of engineering self-driving 

vehicles
♦ Can I design and create a website to 

promote a business?

Product Design
♦ To build a wind turbine to charge a 

mobile phone
♦ A modern school facility: creating a new 

design scheme to an existing architectur-
al brief

Technology & Robotics
♦ At what point should we consider 

artificial intelligence to be actually 
thinking?
♦ How does temperature a�ect the 

capacity of batteries?

Psychology
♦ How is human memory a�ected by 

emotions?
♦ What has been the impact of social 

media on young people’s lives?

Biology / Medicine
♦ Why is cancer set to become one of 

the biggest killers in Africa?
♦ To what extent does epidemic model-

ling accurately prevent epidemics?

Planetary Science / Physics
♦ Estimating the rotational speed of the 

earth using MEMS Gyroscope
♦ Would it be possible to power going to 

Mars using just solar power?

Political Studies
♦ The rise of populism

History
♦ Why did the American Civil War 

break out?

Literature / Language
♦ The novels of Dostoevksi
♦ The influence of Japanese and 

Chinese on the Korean language

Environment & Economy
♦ What is the e�ect of electric cars on 

the environment and the global 
economy?

Sports & Math
♦ How to defend the Golden State 

Warriors clutch time using game 
theory?
♦ How has safety in Formula One 

changed since the 1950s and has it 
improved the sport?

Media / Film
♦ Conflict photography
♦ Creating ‘Plagued,’ a short film
♦ Do film adaptations of ‘Batman’ 

change society's perception of the 
character?

Music
♦ Can I rework undervalued songs from 

the 60s and create a piece of music 
that sounds contemporary in the 
digital age?
♦ How can a composition for the cello 

be used to convey a range of 
emotions to an audience?

Dance
♦ To what extent has Hip-hop dance 

evolved and changed from its origins?

Creative Writing
♦ A book on the history of fashion which 

investigates the major reasons for 
changes in fashion in the 19th century
♦ How does Arabic poetry express love?

Costume Design
♦ If the Little Black Dress is the solution: 

What’s the Problem?
♦ Shakespearean costume 

Artefact Titles

Dissertation Titles



Universities that lower an A Level grade requirement 
by one grade should a candidate have an EPQ

#8 Lancaster University §
#9 University of Bath §
#13 University of Birmingham ※◊
#14 University of Bristol ※†
#16 University of Leeds ※†
#17 University of Manchester ※†
#17 University of Southampton ※†
#20 University of Nottingham ※†
#22 University of York ※§
#24 Royal Holloway, University of London §
#25 University of East Anglia §
#27 Queen's University Belfast ※†
#28 University of Sheffield ※†
#30 Cardiff University ※◊
#32 Swansea University §
#33 University of Liverpool ※†
#34 University of Surrey §
#35 Queen Mary University of London ※◊
#38 University of Leicester §
#39 University of Reading §
#40 University of Sussex †
#41 University of Essex †
#43 Aston University †
#46 Nottingham Trent University †
#48 Oxford Brookes University §

Universities that encourage the EPQ 

#1 University of Cambridge ※
#2 University of Oxford ※
#3 University of St Andrews
#4 The London School of Economics ※
#5 Imperial College London ※
#6 Loughborough University
#7 Durham University ※
#10 University College London ※
#11 University of Warwick ※
#12 University of Exeter ※
#15 University of Edinburgh ※
#19 University of Glasgow ※
#20 King's College London ※
#23 Newcastle University ※
#26 University of Aberdeen
#29 Heriot-Watt University
#31 University of Dundee
#35 University of Strathclyde
#37 SOAS University of London
#41 Harper Adams University
#44 University of Creative Arts
#45 University of Stirling
#47 University of Kent
#48 Arts University Bournemouth
#50 University of Lincolnt

Top 50 UK Universities’ Policies 
on the EPQ

Ranking Source: The Complete University Guide 2021 

※
§ 
◊ 
† 

Russell Group’s 24 universities
For all or most degrees
For all degrees except medicine and dentistry
For some degrees

Gowell Academic Programs


